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Personal details

Rishi Aggarwal

Date of Birth: 10-09-1975

Rishi has extensive experience in interacting with government authorities and various other stakeholders in the urban context. He has a fascination with well planned urban area with a particular focus on environmental concerns.
He has over the years worked with numerous civil society organisations and corporate NGO’s at various positions to help deliver results in various urban projects and Corporate Social Responsibility. He has   interest in urban planning, housing, designing of green buildings, renewable energy, transport and solid waste management.

Rishi has recently joined Fountain Head- II an architectural firm as an Associate in Business Development. His work involves communicating the consultancy offered by Fountain Head - II in the area of Green Building design, Renewable Energy, Clean Development Mechanism and Carbon Disclosure Project. 
Immediately before this he was involved with giving direction to the efforts of Remaking of Mumbai Federation for their 212 acre proposal to develop the Kalbadevi area in ‘C’ ward of Mumbai as per a planned approach instead of incremental development. Rishi interacted with various members of the community, government officials and media in understanding the various issues faced by the area and the vision for a better tomorrow. 
At ROMF Rishi also played a very critical role in formulating the campaign to remove the application of CRZ II notification to the old and dilapidated areas of C and D war which have been urbanized for more than a century.
In 2007, for his interest in environmental issues and contribution Rishi was invited by the United States Government, Department of State for the prestigious International Visitors Leadership Program whereby he spent three weeks in the US meeting various government and civil society organisations. 
He is the founder of Mumbai Environmental Social Network and has worked with Bombay First during the launch of the Vision Mumbai Report.

Rishi shares a very good relation with the media being quoted often for his views on various environmental and urban issues. (Some web links are copied at the end)
Besides he maintains a good rapport with most important thought leaders and active citizens concerned with various issues pertaining to Mumbai.
Achievements

1) Part of Mumbai Delegation to World Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002 at Johannesburg.

2) Worked closely on the implementation of the Vision Mumbai Report submitted by Bombay First to the Government of Maharashtra. Part of the group which researched on a new Fleet Based Taxi Service for Mumbai. Report presented to Government of Maharashtra in 2004 by Bombay First. Gold cabs and Meru emerged out of those interventions in 2004-05.
3) Invited by United States government for their International Visitors Leadership Program for showing leadership on environmental issues.
Strengths

1. Demonstrated leadership skills.

2. Quick learner with good general knowledge on various matters.

3. Experience in working with various government departments. 

4. Good at liaison and negotiation. 

5. Entrepreneurial and self initiative taking.

Professional Experience

July 2009 – current

Associate with Fountain Head II
I am involved in a free lance project based role with Fountain Head II to develop business around the consultancy offered by Fountain head II in designing green energy efficient buildings and townships. Fountain Head II has LEED and TERI GRIHA accreditations.
Feb 2009 – May 2009

Contestant for Lok Sabha 2009, Mumbai North West

Having a long held view that young people with the right values and ideas need to be active in politics I decided to contest the elections in the post 26/11 attacks scenario. I secured 3301 votes but the experience was very valuable and gave a keen insight into the working of the social systems.
May2008 – Feb 2009

Lead, Community Engagement and Environmental Sustainability
Remaking of Mumbai Federation

ROMF has a vision for planned inner city development whereby it wants to set up a pilot project in 212 acres of C ward. 

Played multiple roles - planning surveys, community interaction, organising public meetings, study of various DP provisions, data collection on various urban planning and environmental parameters, government and media liaison.
Jan 2008 – Mar 2008  
Short consulting and liaison assignment, Boric Acid Consumers and Importers Association

My assignment was to help the BACIA to solve its problems arising out of the restriction on import of Boric Acid in 2004. The move to introduce import permits has resulted in a shortage in the availability.  My efforts were aimed at helping them make the representations to The Ministry of Agriculture and other related Ministries in Delhi. 
Nov 2006- Dec 2007  
Program Director, Mumbai Helpline (Project of United Way Mumbai)
Mumbai Helpline is engaged in involving Corporates in Mumbai in civic issues related projects in Mumbai. An overarching project is the Corporate Ward Adoption Program (CWAP), involving setting up of Ward Resource Centers in various wards of the city. I was the first employee for the program and grew the team to six members. Launched the CWAP in K(E) and G(N) wards and set up the Ward Resource Center in G(North) ward.

I have been involved in working on waste management in slum areas, Clean Railway Stations Campaign among others.

I played a key role in initiating the preparation of a Disaster Management Plan for G North ward covering Dadar, Mahim and Matunga. As part of the project we worked with key government and non-government stakeholders to agree on various aspects of the preparedness. 

June 2007 – Participant, International Visitors Leadership Program, invited by Department of State US government. Three week 6 member Indo-Pak delegation on environmental sustainability. 
Nov 2005 – Sept 2006 – 
Chief Operations Officer with Koolpool

I was instrumental in bringing together Joshua D’Souza and the other Trustees of MESN to fund Koolpool which was Joshua’s brainchild. Thus in one on of the rare occasions an NGO became a venture capitalist to a socially relevant idea. 

Koolpool is the worlds first prepaid car pool matching system using SMS. It is completely membership based. I was engaged in a lot of brainstorming in finalizing various operational aspects of Koolpool. I extensively coordinated media publicity for the idea.
I also suggested and spearheaded the web interface for Koolpool which would enable online matching for car pooling between ride givers and ride seekers.

June 2005 – 
Founder Mumbai Environmental Social Network

Founded Mumbai Environmental Social Network along with Ashok Datar and Chetan Temkar. Having been fascinated with Think Tanks since a very early age I finally realized my dream of opening a Think Tank relating to Mumbai’s issues. At MESN we have an especially strong focus on transport planning, energy, Solid Waste Management and trees besides other issues.
July 2003 – May 2005 

Project Officer – Bombay First 

I was part of the team which was to look into the shaping up some of the projects that Bombay First can implement in making Mumbai a world-class city on the basis of the Vision Mumbai plan. My regular job responsibility included liaison with various government authorities and preparing and organising seminars and programmes aimed at encouraging dialogue on Mumbai’s issues. Extensive interaction with numerous stakeholders from the government and civil society.
Jan 2000 – Jan 2001

Manager (Content) – Biond Software Technologies Pvt. Ltd. 

Responsible for collating economic information, maps and other spatial data from across the country. Extensive coordination with town planning departments. Company involved in GIS mapping, GPS systems and their applications in urban and other areas.
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